
chattanoogaapril

2015

Maestro Bob Bernhardt, CSO Music Director Emeritus and Principal Pops Conductor, 
will begin the program by installing the 2015-2016 officers.  A recital by winners of 
the recent scholarship auditions will follow. Members are asked to bring finger foods 
for the tea honoring the scholarship winners. 

Officer Installation, Scholarship 
Winners Recital, and Tea
First Cumberland Presbyterian Church  
Sunday, April 19 • 2:00 pm

chattanoogamusicclub.org
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2015 Scholarship Auditions  
Award Seven Students
Sunday, March 22, was a wonderful day in 
the life of the CMC. We had 12 scholarship 
applicants who presented a very exciting 
afternoon of music. Seven of the students 
were presented with scholarships totaling 
$12,000! We very much appreciate our 
scholarship donors: Drs. Alisago, Family 
of Opal Rhea Swaity, Jeannette Martin, 
Fletcher Bright, Jay Craven, and Vance & 
Charlynne Fry. Together we are making a 
difference in the lives of deserving young 
musicians who wish to continue their study 
of music in college. 

Many thanks to Janet Sump, Scholarship 
Chair, for her months of work leading 
up to the auditions, and to her committee 
including Dolores Harvey, Charlynne 
Fry, and Mary Ellen Meloan. Our thanks 
go to our very fine judges Linda and 
David Pennebaker, Ronda Ford, and Bill 
Riddlespurger, who had an extremely 
difficult task. A big thank you is due our 
faithful member Bruce Clark, who attended 
to our every need, including serving as 
stage manager. And last, but certainly not 
least, thank you to all who attended.

Most of all, thank you to all of our CMC 
members who support the Club and, in turn, 
support the scholarship program. 

On Sunday, April 19, at 2:00 p.m., at First 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, you 
will have the pleasure of hearing these fine 
students in concert. 

Chattanooga Music Club Scholarship - 
$3,000 
Angela Baucom, Viola

Drs. Hilda and Andres Alisago Jr. 
Scholarship - $2,500 
Seth Hall, French Horn

Opal Rhea Swaity Scholarship - $2,000 
Patrick Rice, Piano

Dorothy Cobb Martin Memorial 
Scholarship – $1,500 
Jacob Martin, Piano - $750 
Autumn Hindman, Piano - $750

Fletcher Bright Strings Scholarship - 
$1,000 
Eric Cullins, Violin

Jay Craven Clarinet Scholarship - $1,000 
Monte Coulter IV, Clarinet

Admiral Vance & Mrs. Charlynne Fry 
Merit Scholarship - $1,000 
Monte Coulter IV, Clarinet
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Annual Patriotic Concert 
June 30, 2015 • 7:00 pm • Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Auditorium

Jelani Eddington, one 
of the most prominent 

and sought-after artists on 
the concert circuit, will be the 

featured organist at the CMC’s 
annual Patriotic Organ Concert on 
Tuesday, June 30, at Soldiers and 
Sailors Memorial Auditorium. From 
the beginning of the concert until the 
end of the silent movie, the program 
will provide great entertainment for 
the entire family.

Greg Glover will serve as emcee for 
the evening, guiding the way through 
an inspirational patriotic service 
including a salute to Veterans, 
Active Duty Military and deceased 
Veterans. A group of Vietnam War 
Veterans will participate in the 
patriotic tribute, and there will be 
a special guest leading in a time 
of remembrance for our deceased 
Veterans. There will be audience 

participation, and another feature 
will be a one-hundred voice choir 
under the direction of Michael 
Devine. Our guest organist will play 
thrilling selections on the Mighty 
Austin Organ and, following a brief 
intermission, he will accompany a 
silent movie.

Jelani Eddington began piano 
instruction at the age of four. At the 
age of eight, he was introduced to 
the sounds of the theatre pipe organ 
upon hearing a Wurlitzer theatre pipe 
organ in Indianapolis.  At the age of 
13, Jelani won the American Theatre 
Organ Society’s Young Theatre 
Organist Competition, prevailing 
over competitors ages 13-21 from 
the U.S., England, Australia, New 
Zealand and Europe. He has toured 
extensively throughout the world and 
has accompanied numerous silent 
films, including the classic film, The 

Hunchback of Notre Dame, for an 
international film festival in Finland 
on the country’s largest organ.

Jelani also has distinguished himself 
as a concert pianist, performing 
exciting concertos with a number of 
United States symphony orchestras. 
He has produced and marketed over 
30 theatre organ albums on some of 
the most dynamic and best-known 
instruments in the country. In 2001, 
he was honored by the American 
Theatre Organ Society for his 
extensive career as a concert and 
recording organist by naming him 
the Theatre Organist of the Year. 
Jelani retains the distinction of being 
the youngest-ever recipient of this 
prestigious honor. 

Please make a special effort to hear 
this fine organist ...you’ll be glad 
you did.

King’s Quire Uplifts 

Gerald Peel, Director of Kinge’s Quire and Bruce Clark, 
CMC host for concert.

by Linda Rice

On Sunday afternoon The Kinge’s Quire filled the sanctuary 
of the First Cumberland Presbyterian Church with beautiful 
choral music, mostly a capella, with some pieces accompanied 
by piano, organ, flute and strings provided by the Southern 
Adventist University Symphony Orchestra. 

The accomplished voices in the choir of all ages were heavenly 
and truly transported one beyond earthy limits. Gerald Peel 
conducted with aplomb, sharing bits of information which 
added to knowledge of the music. The finale of Do Not Be 

Afraid put the large audience in a perfect 
frame of mind to complete a joyous afternoon 
of music. Listeners left with comforting 
thoughts and melodies uplifting our spirits.
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MacDowell Club/CMC Combined Concert
Presents a variety of PerforManCes

Family Quartet – Dr. Bruce Ashton, piano; daughter Ellen 
Francisco, violin; son-in-law Jeremy Francisco, clarinet; 
grandson Nathan Francisco, cello

Organists David Friberg  
and Dr. Keith Reas

Performers included Jeremy Francisco, clarinet; Nellie Makansi, piano; William 
Riddlespurger, piano; Ellen Francisco, violin; Dr. Bruce Ashton, piano; Nathan 
Francisco, cello; David Friberg, organ; Martha King, piano; James Martin, 
handbells, Virginia Marion, piano; Jay Craven, clarinet; Dr. Keith Reas, organ

James Martin on handbells (upper photo); 
Martha King, piano accompanist for James 
Martin (lower photo).

by David Pennebaker

The Combined Concert of the Chattanooga Music Club and 
the MacDowell Music Club was one of those rare events that 
move the people who were privileged to have attended to tell 
those not so fortunate that they should have been there.

It included selections on the organ, piano, handbells, clarinet, 
and a delightful movement of a quartet for piano, clarinet, cello 
and piano, all the parts of which were performed by members 
of Dr. Bruce Ashton’s very talented extended family.

Familiar faces like David Friberg, Jim Martin, Nellie Makansi, 
and the legendary Jay Craven were balanced by new faces like 
Keith Reas and William Riddlespurger. Mr. Riddlespurger has 
returned to Chattanooga after a long absence and treated us to 
an extraordinary display of piano virtuosity.

The event was held in the historic and beautiful sanctuary 
of Second Presbyterian Church, which allowed us to use 
their very fine organ. The concert was followed by a lovely 
reception in one of the church’s meeting rooms.



Chattanooga MusiC Club 
P.o. box 3128 
Chattanooga, tn 37404

Welcome,  
New Members

We welcome the following new members 
to the Chattanooga Music Club:

Rebecca Levings
Bill Riddlespurger

Our deepest sympathy is extended to 
Dolores Cooley in the loss of her son, John 
McConnell Cooley; to Linda Pennebaker, 
in the loss of her father, Dorris Alvin 
Stanfield; and to Dr. Ted Feintuch, in the 
loss of his mother, Isabelle Feintuch.

Former Scholarship  
Recipients in Concert
May 17 • 2:00 pm • Summitt Pianos
Everyone is invited to join us for a reception honoring 
Chattanooga Music Club new members who have joined 
during the past two years beginning at 2:00 pm, followed 
by the recital at 2:30 pm.
The following award winners will be performing: 
Hans Anderson, cello, 2005 
Alicia Taylor Church, voice, 1994
Abigail Hinchman, piano, 2013 
Chris Riggins, voice, 1991 


