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Ethan McGrath, local pianist and composer currently studying at UTC, presented an 
afternoon of vocal and melodic song. Starting with several of his own compositions for 
the piano and progressing to accompanying three beautiful sopranos, he easily made 
the transition from performer to composer and back again. Claudia Ramirez and Mindy 
Vanderoef offered a duet while Sarah Tullock gave us a haunting solo on text from Song 
of Soloman and a poem by Percy Bysshe Shelley.

Ethan’s love for the romantic composers was evident in his choice of compositions as 
well as his manner of dress. Eschewing the traditional black tails for a more casual poet 
shirt and tan blazer, he delighted us with a Chopin Mazurka, a Scriabin Prelude using 
only the left hand, and a Rachmaninov Etude. 

He performed a Rhapsody by 
his current teacher, Dr. Jonathan 
McNair, and a duet arranged by Dr. 
J. Bruce Ashton, his former teacher, 
who accompanied Ethan on the 
duet. Dr. McNair and Dr. Sin-Hsing 
Tsai, Ethan’s current instructors, 
were also present.

Wrapping up the program, Ethan 
and Claudia gave us ‘Velvet Shoes’ 
written by Ethan to the text by Elinor  
Wylie. “We shall walk on velvet  
shoes wherever we go........” 
For more information about Ethan, visit his website www.ethanmcgrath.com

Ethan McGrath and Friends
Ackerman Auditorium, Southern Adventist University 
Sunday, February 2 • 3:00 pm
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St. Patrick’s Purse 

Austin Pipe Organ Turns 90 

Our fourth annual St. Patrick’s 
fundraiser is coming up on 
Monday night, March 17th. 
The committee has agreed to hold 
the price at $40 per person. 

The venue is Stratton Hall on 
S. Broad St. (the same as last 
year) and our caterer is Louella 
Landreth (who assists Bruce Clark 
with many of our meal functions 
at First Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church). The program will 
feature students from the CSO 
Youth Orchestras and a Celtic 
group from Dalton, GA., – the 

Ceilidh Band – who will perform 
the main set. James Mahon (from 
WDEF Channel 12) understudied 
by Jim Bailiff will be our emcee.

This is always a fun night with 
great food and entertainment 
and is a wonderful way to 
introduce the club and our organ 
and scholarships projects to 
the community-at-large. Silent 
Auction donations are also being 
accepted. Please contact Marvin 
Turner for more information or 
to submit any donations you have 
collected.

The 8th Annual Patriotic Concert 
and 90th Birthday Celebration of 
the Austin Organ will be held on 
July 1, 2014. Guest Organist will be 
Frederick Hohman of South Bend, 
IN. Mr. Hohman is an authority on 

the life and works of Edwin Le-
mare, and some of Mr. Lemare’s 
works will be included in the pro-
gram. In addition, Mr. Hohman will 
be making a recording on the Austin 
organ this spring.

The Chattanooga Music Club 
extends its deepest sympathy to 
Lynn Swingle in the loss of her 
father, Dr. Ted Swingle, Jr.

and to Eileen Sullivan in the loss 
of her mother, Helen Tillotson.

Photos from 2013 St. 
Patrick’s Purse event feature 
(top left clockwise) Paula 
and Marvin Turner, Linda 
and David Pennebaker and 
Linda Morris and Lounelle 
Draper all dressed in their 
finest green!

Scholarship Auditions 
First Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, March 23 • 1:30 pm 
The Chattanooga Music Club  announces the 2014 Scholarship Auditions, open to all 
high school seniors within a 30-mile radius of Chattanooga. Interested students must 
submit an application and prepare a 12-minute program of music, some of which must 
be memorized, with organ students being excepted from the memorization requirement. 
They must also agree to continue their music studies for two (2) years while in college. 
For more information, or to obtain an application, please contact Janet by e-mail: Janet-
Sump@utc.edu.

Welcome,  
New Members
We welcome the following new 
members to the Chattanooga  
Music Club:
 
John and Ellyn Brooks  
Mollie Flores  
Barry and Shannon Twitchell 
Mr. and Mrs. Don (Alice) Guider  
Greg Glover  
Kay Dugan   
Theresa E. “Terri” Smith  
Nancy McKnight

Seated at the piano: Ethan McGrath. Standing, 
left to right: Jonathan McNair, J. Bruce Ashton,  

Mindy Vanderoef and Sarah Tullock.



Chattanooga Music Club and McDowell Club 
Members Present Concert Together

Holiday Luncheon Features Girls’ Choirs
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Holiday Spectacular
CMC’s Holiday Spectacular on November 22 was 
truly a spectacular event! From the time the excited 
concert-goers entered Memorial Auditorium until 
the last “Merry Christmas” was spoken, it was an 
evening filled with beautiful holiday music and 
entertainment. 

Bell music rang throughout the main lobby as 
the Metropolitan Bells played familiar holiday 
music and guests were greeted by Santa Claus 
(Leldon Nichols) and Mrs. Claus (Delores Beery) 
who treated the children with candy canes. In 
the inner lobby, “Buddy, the Elf ” (Buddy Shirk) 
and Rhonda Ford accepted donations and gave 
out candy canes. Holiday music was played on 
the Steinway grand piano (courtesy of Summitt 
Pianos) by CMC members Marvin Turner, 
Margaret Ann Randolph, Susan Clark, Pamper 
Crangle, Gary Helton, and Buddy Shirk. 

The star for the evening was organist Brett Valliant 
from Wichita, Kansas, whose performance was 
spectacular. Also performing was the choral group 

Voices of Lee directed by Danny Murray and The 
Metropolitan Bells directed by Gary Bynum. 

Greg Glover’s masterful leadership as emcee 
swiftly moved the program along and was 
outstanding as he and Brett led the carol 
singing. CMC members provided the gorgeous 
poinsettias that decorated the stage, and The 
Pool Place provided the beautiful Christmas 
trees. The model railroad that circled around 
one of the trees and delighted both children, and 
adults was provided by 
The Chattanooga Area 
Model Railroad Club 
and Jim Bailiff.  

Many thanks to the 
Organ Advisory Com-
mittee for planning the 
program. We’re looking 
forward to next year’s 
performance!

U.S. NAVY BAND CONCERT

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, February 26, at 7 p.m. for the U.S. Navy Band from 
Washington, D.C., at Memorial Auditorium. The concert is FREE and open to the public, but tickets 
are required and are available at the Memorial Auditorium box office or call 423-642-TIXS to 
reserve for pickup at “will call”. The CMC is one of the sponsors for this outstanding concert.

Greg Glover (Emcee), Brett Valliant 
(Organist) and Gary Bynum 

(Director of Metropolitan Bells) 
enjoy the festivities

“Buddy, the Elf” Shirk

Metropolitan Bells Ring Christmas Cheer!

Mrs. Santa (Delores Beery) and Santa 
(Leldon Nichols) with children,  

Cora & T.J. Wilson

Members of CMC and McDowell Clubs in concert together.

Bruce Clark doing double duty as performer and host.

Head Usher Ralph Altman  
and wife, DorothySunday, January 19, marked the 

eighth annual concert presented by 
the Chattanooga Music Club and 
the MacDowell Club. Eve Drucker 
(CMC) and Steve Hollingsworth 
(MacDowell Club) presented twelve 
outstanding musicians from the two 
clubs who combined their talents in an 
exciting program at First Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church at 2:30 pm. 

The program opened with a dramatic 
rendition of Ravel’s Sonatine (III 
Anime) by Margaret Ann Randolph, 
pianist. Ann Rylands, violin, and 
Steven Hollingsworth presented 
Bloch’s Nigun, followed by Ronda 
Benson Ford’s playing of Prism: 
Moods for Flute Solo. Dolores 
Harvey delighted the audience with 

her performance 
on the accordion of 
Gershwin’s Rhapsody 
in Blue. Jay Craven, 
clarinetist, and Bruce 
Ashton, pianist, 

played the beautiful and little known 
work by Guastavino, Rosita Iglesias.  
Sara Snider Schone, mezzo-soprano, 
accompanied by Tim Hinck, sang 
Parto, ma tu ben mio (Mozart) 
and Voi lo Sapete (Mascagni). Jim 
Martin, a master of handbell ringing, 
accompanied by Martha King, pianist, 
rang the lovely Grazioso by Sherman. 
Bruce Clark, organist, concluded 
the program with his exciting and 
beautiful playing of works for organ 
by Manz, Batiste, and Douglas 
Wagner. 

Following the program, the large, 
enthusiastic audience enjoyed 
delicious food, provided by members 
of the two clubs, at a lovely reception. 
Many thanks go to Bruce Clark, 
CMC hospitality chair, and others for 
arranging the reception, and also First 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church for 
hosting the concert and reception. 
Thanks also to David Pennebaker for 
serving as “stage manager.”

Voices of Lee, with 
Danny Murray, Director

The performance by the Chattanooga 
Girls’ Choirs at our Holiday Luncheon 
was a wonderful example of the many 
opportunities available for abundant 
blessings. A large, appreciative crowd 
enjoyed the performance by the CGC.  
These precious, adorable young girls 
presented an outstanding, entertaining 

concert! The CMC is blessed to have 
CGC directors Joan Tonkinson and 
Delores Beery and CGC accompanists 
David Kammerdiener and Betty Anne 
Neal as members.

We are also blessed by Bruce Clark’s 
many talents, as he so beautifully 

decorated the luncheon tables and 
worked with the caterers to provide a 
scrumptious meal. And, certainly not 
last, we are blessed by Gary Helton’s 
magic fingers on the piano. Gary 
entertained us with beautiful Holiday 
melodies (assisted by Bruce) while we 
enjoyed our meal.

Photos from Holiday 
Luncheon feature (top left 
clockwise) New members 
Molly Flores, Kay Dugan, 
and Terri Smith, pictured 
with Linda Thompson, CMC 
President; 

Leldon Nichols, Delores 
Beery and John Dyer; 

Betty Anne Neal; 

Evelyn Gibbs; 

and Pam and Gary Helton


